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Process History

Since 1961, the process for taking positions of social witness has changed several times. For
the period 1961-1986, the Association had General and Business Resolut ions. General
Resolutions became policy after a two-year process that included congregational review. The
bulk of positions in this collection are General Resolutions. You will also find some Business
Resolutions, for the business of the Association is inseparable from its social mission.

From Resolutions of Immediate Witness to Actions of Immediate Witness

In 1987, the Resolution of Immediate Witness (RIW) made its debut. Ten years later, in 1997,
RIWs became AIWs—for Action of Immediate Witness, though the process remained essentially
the same.

Actions of Immediate Witness are proposed and voted on at the same General Assembly. As
the name suggests, they deal with issues that are particularly time-sensitive. Since they are not
subject to congregational review, they are not considered policy of the Association—just the
viewpoint of the General Assembly itself. They must be passed by a two-thirds vote.

From General Resolutions to Statements of Conscience

Delegates at the 1996 General Assembly in Indianapolis, IN, approved changes in the process
through which the UUA studies and takes positions on social justice issues. The Association
adopted its last General Resolution in 1997.

The UUA now takes social witness positions by passing a Statement of Conscience (SOC).
The SOC process initially took three years. In 2006, delegates at General Assembly in St.
Louis, MO, approved changes that expanded the process from two years to four. For a detailed
explanation, see the Unitarian Universalists Speak Out! for Social Justice, at
www.uua.org/csw/speakout.html.

From Commission on General Resolutions to Commission on Social Witness (CSW)

The 1984 General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio established the Commission on General
Resolutions. The 1996 General Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana changed the name to the
Commission on Social Witness and approved other new terminology and procedures.

For more information on the Commission on Social Witness and the current process for
proposing and adopting statements, see www.uua.org/socialjustice, email
socialwitness@uua.org, or call (617) 948-4656.
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AGING
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CONCERN FOR OLDER ADULTS — 1966 (GEN)

RESOLVED: That this Assembly recognize the acknowledgment of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Board of the responsibility of the church for the well-being of older adults, and that it commend the Board
for its appointment of a Committee on Aging; for providing the Committee with some part-time staff
assistance (in cooperation with the Women’s Federation); for publishing the pamphlet “Living All Our
Years”; and for encouraging the development of the Jefferson Center and other projects for the elderly;
and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That we urge the Unitarian Universalist Association to become increasingly
aware of the problems and potentials of older adults within both the church and the community; and to
become actively involved, both in meeting problems and developing potentials of older adults; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association increase its efforts to stimulate and
assist societies and districts in carrying out meaningful programs for older adults.

SENIOR CITIZENS’ CHARTER — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, today’s society appears to worship youth and neglect the talent and problems of its elderly
citizens;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms
the Senior Citizens’ Charter set forth at the White House Conference on Aging:

1. The right to be useful;
2. The right to obtain employment based on merit;
3. The right to freedom from want in old age;
4. The right to a fair share of the community’s recreational, educational, and medical resources;
5. The right to obtain decent housing;
6. The right to the moral and financial support of one’s family consistent with the best interests of

the family;
7. The right to live independently as one chooses;
8. The right to live and die with dignity; and
9. The right to access to all knowledge as available on how to improve the later years of life.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY URGES: Societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association and individual
members of those societies to support legislation and initiate programs at all levels to assure these rights.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly strongly urge that the Board of Trustees re-
establish the Committee on Aging to be charged with the specific responsibility of recommending an on-
going program of education, information, and counseling supports to the member societies of the UUA,
and to encourage the establishment of new models for dignified lifestyles in advanced years which retain
and enhance a human reserve of valuable resources which are shamefully squandered in our present
callous lack of concern; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That with the consent of the Office for Development and Fund Raising the
Committee on Aging will be responsible for the financing of the first year’s expense of operation.
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OLDER WOMEN — 1976 (BUS)

WHEREAS, women in the middle years and older are confronted by the double discrimination of ageism
and sexism, and feel the negative effects of age discrimination at an earlier age than men, so there is a
double standard of aging in our society; and

WHEREAS, women live longer than men, and women greatly outnumber men in later years (1,000 elderly
women to 724 elderly men) and the outlook is for a continuing widening of this discrepancy; and

WHEREAS, the number of older females living in poverty is markedly greater than that of men; and

WHEREAS, there are many single older women, including those who after many years of unpaid service
as homemakers and mothers are now forced to support themselves because of the death of a spouse,
divorce, or other economic necessity and are not eligible for health, retirement, and unemployment
benefits;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the UUA:

1. Endorse state, provincial and federal legislation for displaced homemakers to establish multi-
purpose service programs that will provide necessary training, counseling, and services for dis-
placed homemakers so that they may enjoy the independence and economic security vital to a
productive life;

2. Go on record as urging that women in middle years and older be included in existing job
training programs available on the local level; i.e., the federal Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) in the USA and parallel programs in Canada;

3. Recognize that many older women have invested years of (non-paid) labor in marriage, with
expectations of social and economic security in their futures, and the necessity to protect their
interests as divorce laws and customs change;

4. Support equal opportunities in education for older women — as employees of educational
institutions, as students, and in scholarships and fellowships. This is to include our own UU in-
stitutions;

5. Support legislation which seeks to obtain Social Security for the housewife in her own name;
6. Asks that the UUA exercise leadership in the recognition of volunteer work as valid preparation

for paid employment; and
7. Strongly urges that our churches and denomination seek to raise the consciousness of its

members to the problems of women and ageism and to value the devoted support that older
women have given to our movement.
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AGING — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 12th Annual General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association meeting in
Toronto, Canada in 1973 voted unanimously the reestablishment of the UUA Committee on Aging; and

WHEREAS, in the United States an increasing number of people reach the age of sixty-five every day
(estimated at 1,400); that by the year 2000, one-quarter of the population will be sixty-five or over; and
that the fastest-growing age group is between eighty and eighty-five; and

WHEREAS, few of our Unitarian Universalist churches and societies are aware of all the federal, state
and local funds which are available with which Unitarian Universalists might help the elderly of their
community who are unable to speak or act in their own behalf; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Aging is placing emphasis on hospice, in which Unitarian Universalists can
have a great role in new legislation and the activating of the hospice philosophy as a continent-wide
movement; is working on Education for Life Changes, as well as on Death and Dying, and the inevitable
question of “What shall we do with our parents?”; and

WHEREAS, its efforts and publications to date have received acclaim and wide support from other
denominations, including local and national Jewish groups and mental health organizations; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Aging believes, from its experience, that it cannot operate effectively
without an executive secretary who is fully trained and knowledgeable in the field of aging;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Board of Trustees to recommit itself to continuing the Committee on Aging, including professional
assistance where sufficient funds are available; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Committee on Aging be charged to continue its ongoing program
of education, information and counseling support to member Unitarian Universalist societies and continue
to establish new models for dignified lifestyles which will help all of us retain and enhance our human
potential and involvement as we age.

NURSING HOME REFORM — 1980 (GEN)

WHEREAS, Congressional and other investigations have established that the welfare of thousands of
nursing home residents throughout the country is in jeopardy because of low wage scales, dangerous
buildings, inhumane care and isolation of the elderly; and

WHEREAS, this situation can be adequately addressed only by deep and widespread community in-
volvement under strong leadership; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is in an ideal position to provide such leadership
through the Committee on Aging;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1980 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urge the
Association to act to bring about true nursing home reform by:

1. Becoming an institutional member of the National Citizens’ Coalition for Nursing Home Reform;
2. Publicizing the vital necessity for nursing home reform;
3. Supplying societies with information and assistance in their community;
4. Supporting adequate federal subsidy of alternative at-home service;
5. Supporting greater consumer representation in all levels of regulation of nursing homes; and
6. Supporting adequate state and federal subsidies for quality nursing home care.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
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See related resolutions under Civil Liberties; Economic Justice; Equal Rights for
Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Persons; Racial Justice and Religious Liberty.
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YOUTH WELFARE — 1963 (GEN)

WHEREAS, it should be a serious and determined concern of all liberal religious people to provide every
possible opportunity for the emotional health and well being of young people, to assist socially and
culturally deprived youth, and to promote adequate educational, training and employment opportunities
for youth;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association records its concern that
increasing numbers of young people are not finding a satisfactory place in our society, and urges gov-
ernment and industry at all levels to find ways of lessening unemployment, which falls so heavily on
youth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association and its constituent members
give support to movements involved in research, in prevention and treatment of youth problems, including
guidance and counseling centers, group recreational programs and mental health clinics; and

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED: That due to the national scope of the problem and the high cost to
individual communities, the Association urges the governments of Canada and the United States, re-
spectively, to give financial assistance to expand community facilities concerned with youth welfare; and

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Association support, and its constituent societies be urged
to support, at all levels, such proposals as a Youth Conservation Corps, Home Work Force, and other
effective assistance and guidance programs, including training in remedial reading and needed tutoring
services, counseling services for parents and child guidance clinics.

ALTERNATIVES IN EDUCATION — 1971 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the Unitarian Universalist Association go on record as being disturbed by the inade-
quacies of current public education and supportive of new educational programs;

2. That local societies work to make available their physical facilities and moral support to persons
interested in educational advancement;

3. That a copy of this resolution be sent to:
a. All local societies;
b. American Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO);
c. National Education Association;
d. Parent Teacher Association;
e. New Schools Exchange;
f American Association of University Professors;
g. National Teachers Association;
h. National Association of University Women.
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CHILD CARE CENTERS — 1971 (GEN)

RECOGNIZING: That there is widespread need for child care centers, that millions of children in North
America are receiving either substandard supervision or no supervision;

AWARE: That growing numbers of mothers take jobs because of economic necessity, desire for job
training and continuing education; that child care centers are needed for other reasons, such as illness in
the family, special problems of handicapped children, or for other compelling causes;

ACKNOWLEDGING: That the needs of children, our best resources for the future, must receive imme-
diate and special attention;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the 1971 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation:

1. Urges that highest priority be given in the United States and Canada at all levels of government
to funding and activating quality, professional child care centers with effective standards, li-
censing, inspection, and enforcement;

2. Urges that funding be accomplished additionally through private grants and fees from parents
where feasible;

3. Asks that member UU societies initiate study programs so that they can intelligently participate
in the structuring of quality centers;

4. Asks that societies of this denomination consider use of their facilities for weekday child care
centers.

ABOLITION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
(“DAVID COPPERFIELD”) — 1973 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association opposes
the corporal punishment of children in schools, juvenile detention facilities, and other public institutions
where children are cared for or educated and urges that members of UUA societies work actively through
school boards, legislatures, and courts to help arouse public opinion to bring an end to the practice.
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CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT — 1977 (GEN)

WHEREAS, abuse and neglect of children is a family and societal problem of national significance; and

WHEREAS, children are innocent and powerless victims of abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act of 1974, created a National
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect and an Advisory Board and authorized the Center to make grants to
states, public and private agencies for programs in child abuse and neglect;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1977 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation urges all persons to support the National Center of Child Abuse and Neglect and state and local
programs in child abuse and neglect, specifically by:

1. Reporting incidences of child abuse and neglect;
2. Publicizing, funding, and utilizing programs in child abuse and neglect;
3. Initiating and supporting medical, social, psychological, psychiatric, legal and other services to

abusing and neglecting families; and
4. Promoting and supporting interagency coordination of services by courts, police, legal counsel,

social rehabilitation agencies, medical screening facilities, foster family services and other
agencies.

CARE OF YOUNG CHILDREN — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, according to the Report of the Status of Children published in 1977 by the Office of Human
Development of the US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, there are 6.5 million children
under the age of six with single working parents; and

WHEREAS, between 1963 and 1976 the number of married mothers of children under the age of three
joining the work force increased dramatically; and

WHEREAS, this denomination has maintained a commitment to the rights and welfare of children;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its
commitment to the creation, support, and improvement of child care systems which are affordable to all
people, to supporting the family unit, and to be beneficial to the intellectual, physical and emotional
development of the children served.
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IN SUPPORT OF YOUTH
PROGRAMS — 1979 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist bylaws state that our Association promotes “the full participation of
persons in all of its and their activities and in the full range of human endeavor without regard to . . . age”;
and

WHEREAS, our denomination profits from participation from young people to enliven and sustain our
Unitarian Universalist ideals; and

WHEREAS, the 1978 General Assembly business resolution on youth recognized “the crucial import-ance
of youth programs” and “urges that these programs be given a high priority in the formulation of UUA
budgets in the immediate future so that they may receive funds sufficient to meet their legitimate needs
and in fair proportion to the importance of young people to the denomination” and “calls on members of
individual churches and fellowships to promote greater involvement of young people in their societies and
districts” and “calls on the administration of the Association to work cooperatively with Liberal Religious
Youth in developing energetic youth programs at the denominational level”; and

WHEREAS, the Continental Youth/Adult Committee and Liberal Religious Youth, who are working to
teach the goals of better youth programs and youth participation in our societies, need greater support
from the UUA staff, districts, professionals and lay people within our denomination;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges that
efforts to better youth participation and programs be specifically supported by:

1. Facilitating consultation, program development, resource sharing between youth and adults
through interdistrict representatives, district youth/adult committees, continental district
youth/adult committee conclaves, professional leaders and local society youth groups and
youth programming;

2. The UUA Board of Trustees allocating youth program funds in the spirit of the March 1979
Majority Report of the Continental Youth Adult Committee — retaining the present LRY
structure, and adding an at least one half-time adult professional staff person; and

3. Fostering of fellowship and a special sense of membership among youth and those of all ages
in our denomination through intergenerational interaction and activities among all Unitarian
Universalists.
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CHILD CARE — 1982 (BUS)

WHEREAS, in the spirit of inclusiveness without regard to age, family situation, or economic status; and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of encouraging growth through participation of young adults in our movement;
and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of making ours an Association that provides religious opportunities for all our new
members and friends of all ages;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1982 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association resolves
that the Association shall at the daytime meetings, programs and events of all its General Assemblies
provide safe, secure, reasonably-priced, Unitarian Universalist-oriented programs of care, where pre-
registration indicates participation, as appropriate to the age group, for children between birth and thirteen
years of age; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That consideration be given, if desired, to housing families with children in
such a way as to facilitate shared child-caring arrangements and that lists of reliable sitters be made
available; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the same policy be adopted by all organizations
within and associated or affiliated with it, and all events, etc., being supported by the Unitarian
Universalist Association through staffing, funding, supplies, or other support operate under the same
policy; it being understood that the requirements of this resolution do not extend to meetings of governing
or advising boards or committees.

AMERASIAN CHILDREN — 1983 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is committed to furthering human rights and supports
the principle of the importance and worth of each individual; and

WHEREAS, there are many Amerasian children abandoned by their American fathers and rejected in
their Asian homelands; and

WHEREAS, we in the affluent West, especially in the United States, have a clear responsibility to these
children; and

WHEREAS, children grow rapidly and the years between birth and adulthood are few, dictating immediate
action; and

WHEREAS, the future of the world depends largely on the quality of life experienced by children; and

WHEREAS, we would offer Amerasian children the hope of a better future;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1983 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Congress of the United States to provide funds immediately for the transportation and support of
Amerasian petitioners for immigration and to facilitate the adoption of Amerasian children into American
homes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges member societies to offer support to families
who adopt Amerasian children.
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ON CHILDREN, POVERTY AND
VIOLENCE — 1984 (GEN)

WHEREAS, over half of all United States and Canadian children under the age of eighteen in female-
headed households live below the poverty level; and

WHEREAS, growing numbers of children of all income groups and all family situations are harmed by
abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, we, as Unitarian Universalists, join with women, men and children everywhere in striving for
universal dignity, equality, freedom and peace, to which all, including children, are entitled; and

WHEREAS, poverty and violence prevent the achievement of these rights;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1984 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges each
society and member to:

1. Advocate the strengthening of children’s programs and legislation on the federal, provincial,
state and local levels, especially those that improve family income, provide affordable and
healthful child care, and/or prevent abuse, and alleviate the effects of family violence, where it
exists; and

2. Support concerned parents in their efforts to help each other and to advocate for their children;
and

3. Cooperate with organizations whose views on these issues we share.

MATERIALS ON SEXUAL ABUSE — 1985 (BUS)

WHEREAS, sexual abuse and exploitation of children and youth are continental problems; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is committed to affirm and promote the inherent worth
and dignity of every person; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association holds that sexual abuse and exploitation of children
and youth are contrary to the principles of Unitarian Universalism and mentally, physically, emotionally,
and spiritually harmful as well as immoral and unethical; and

WHEREAS, the effects of sexual abuse and exploitation are long-term, and healing is slow;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1985 General Assembly urges member congregations to explore the issues,
causes, and treatments of the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and to encourage inter-
generational programs which provide children with a positive, caring, open, and constructive relationship
with adults; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the Religious Education Section to make
available materials for children and youth providing information on how to protect themselves from sexual
abuse and exploitation plus resources to help them if they have been abused or exploited; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the Board of Trustees of the Association to
develop, using qualified, expert, and involved sources, a code of ethics for persons working with youth
and children for use in all UUA sponsored programs and as a model for congregations and districts to
adopt.
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YOUTH IN CRISIS — 1990 (GEN)

GUIDED: By our belief in the inherent worth and dignity of every human being; and

RECOGNIZING: Our commitment and responsibility to provide youth with basic nurturing, support,
encouragement, and protection; and

WHEREAS, young people embody humanity’s hope for the future; and

WHEREAS, a growing number of North American youth, especially but not exclusively in inner cities,
suffer from problems including physical, sexual, and emotional violence and abuse, neglect, gangs,
substance abuse, unemployment, unwanted pregnancies, lack of adequate housing and education, and a
lack of loving familial and other support structures; and

WHEREAS, the problems facing youth are symptomatic of the problems of the larger society;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) deplores the
debilitating conditions of poverty, discrimination, or racism faced by growing numbers of youth, and
affirms the urgent need for enhanced national, state, provincial, and local advocacy and action on behalf
of youth;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the UUA calls upon its member congregations and individual
Unitarian Universalists to work with youth to promote the establishment of, and to involve themselves in,
programs that empower the voices of youth, especially those of the inner city, by:

1. Fostering school-based clinics and other health care facilities with special concerns for family
planning services, effective parenting skills, AIDS, and other health needs pertinent to the
young adult population;

2. Providing affordable daycare;
3. Supporting excellent education appropriate to the needs, abilities, and aspirations of youth,

including alternative schools, high school equivalency programs, preparation for college as well
as vocational and literacy training;

4. Providing adequate, low-cost housing that would permit families and independent youth to live
in reasonable safety, comfort, and dignity;

5. Encouraging governmental and private agencies, unions and companies to investigate models
of extensive employment and training options, such as apprenticeship and internship for young
people; and

6. Establishing other locally determined services, as necessary;

BE IF FINALLY RESOLVED: That the UUA calls upon its members to address the empowerment of youth
in resolving these socioeconomic issues.
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CHILDREN HELD BY THE UNITED STATES
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

SERVICE — 1992 (GEN)

BECAUSE: The principles of Unitarian Universalism affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person
and justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; and

BECAUSE: We are all impoverished when we or our government depart from these principles; and

WHEREAS, the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) detains hundreds of im-
migrant and refugee children every year; and

WHEREAS, although children of arrested United States citizens are normally released to responsible
parties, the INS in some districts is now refusing to release children to persons other than relatives, even
though accepted standards of justice and care require such release; and

WHEREAS, the INS has no clear policy of proper care of detained children and some of its contract
facilities fail to meet minimum child-welfare standards for dependent children; and

WHEREAS, physical abuse of children at INS and contract facilities has been documented; and

WHEREAS, long incarceration pressures families to return to dangerous or war-torn homelands;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the United States
Congress and Administration to require that when the INS detains children they be held, whenever
possible, with their families in accredited shelter care programs or facilities that are state licensed for
dependent care or in INS facilities that meet state standards;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That when the protection of public welfare demands that parents be
detained separately from their children, when the parents are not available or when the parents wishto
have their children released, then the INS be urged to release detained children to responsible parties in
this order of priority:

a) Relatives;
b) Caregivers who have been designated by a responsible family member;
c) Licensed child-welfare facilities; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations and individual Unitarian
Universalists in the United States be urged to make appropriate representation to Congress and the
Administration and, especially in states with INS children’s detention centers, to investigate and monitor
the practices, standards, and care at those facilities.
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OPPOSE THE
MARKETING OF VIOLENCE — 1995 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists are committed to the goal of a peaceful world characterized by justice,
equity, and compassion for all; and

WHEREAS, play and media images are among the primary ways a child learns about the world;and

WHEREAS, studies have demonstrated that exposure to media violence increases tolerance of actual
violence, and can evoke copycat acts; and

WHEREAS, childhood aggression, playful and nonplayful, is statistically associated, years later, with an
increase in spousal abuse and other forms of violence; and

WHEREAS, marketing of violence in toys, games and media frequently reinforces racist, sexist, and other
stereotypes, increasing the risk of violence against members of stereotyped groups;

WHEREAS, many television programs, motion pictures, video and computer games, and print media
contain a high frequency of violent episodes presented as entertainment; and

WHEREAS, marketing decisions are often based on profit rather than ethical considerations;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalists — both children and adults — be urged to
educate themselves about the relationships among media violence, children’s aggressive play,
stereotypes, and the level of violence in our society; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations and individual Unitarian
Universalists be urged to:

1. Monitor television programs, motion pictures, and toy advertisements in their communities;
2. Express approval of positive media, non-violent toys, and their sponsors;
3. Express disapproval of gratuitously violent images and aggression-based toys to television

stations, theater owners, video arcade owners, toy manufacturers, retailers, and sponsors;
4. Support education in non-violent means of conflict resolution; and
5. Observe the annual International Days of Protest Against War Toys; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations be encouraged to enter into
coalitions to boycott sponsors and purveyors of violent media images or aggression-based toys, and to
educate adults and children about non-violent toys and alternative forms of entertainment.
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SPEAK OUT FOR CHILDREN — 1996 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists covenant to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every
person and the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and

WHEREAS, all children need love and support, including adequate nutrition and a nurturing environment,
for sound growth and development; and

WHEREAS, 80 million children live on the streets of the world’s cities and more than 38 thousand children
die every day from lack of food, shelter, or basic health care; and

WHEREAS, in the United States, a child is reported abused or neglected every eleven seconds and one
child in four goes to bed hungry; and

WHEREAS, the shortage of jobs with a living wage makes parents unable to improve the quality of life for
their children; and

WHEREAS, the worsening conditions for children require immediate intervention;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association shall act and urge its
affiliates, member societies, and individual Unitarian Universalists to:

1. Support children in their rights to adequate food, shelter, health care, day care, public
education, and a safe environment;

2. Assure children freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, and freedom of expression
commensurate with their capacity to take responsibility for their actions; and

3. Support parents with education about child development and training in parenting skills; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association encourages its member
societies and individual Unitarian Universalists to work with national organizations such as the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee, the Children’s Defense Fund, and community groups to further these
goals and to continue to address the fundamental social injustices that undermine the rights of children;
and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association encourages its member societies
and individual Unitarian Universalists to support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee and the
Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office in calling for the United States to ratify the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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A MORAL RESPONSE TO YOUTH
VIOLENCE AT COLUMBINE — 1999 (AIW)

On April 20, 1999, at about 11:21 a.m., two students, heavily armed with firearms and pipe bombs,
entered Columbine High School in Jefferson County, Colorado. Over the next few horrifying hours, twelve
students were killed, a teacher lay dying while protecting those students in his care, some twenty
students were wounded, and the two ended their acts of terror with their own suicides.

A shock wave spread across the Denver metropolitan area, across the state, and out over the nation,
finally reaching every corner of the world. In a terrible list of school attacks, Columbine became almost
instantly a symbol and a cause. Bills in the Colorado Legislature, easing the requirements for concealed
weapons, disappeared. The United States Senate, reeling under public reaction, reversed its vote and
passed a measure requiring background checks for all gun sales everywhere. Vice President and Mrs.
Gore visited the emotional and spontaneous memorials in Clement Park, next to the school, and on May
20, President and Mrs. Clinton met with the families of the slain children, then spoke to the Columbine
community.

The copy cat violence in Taber, Alberta, heightened the shock.

Now it is time for the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association to speak our truth as a
community of justice and compassion in which the worth and dignity of all people are affirmed.

There is no single cause for such a complex situation as the attack on innocent students at Columbine,
but some factors in our society stand out as major contributors:

a. The complacency and tacit approval of adults and peers who witness cruel and cynical
behaviors toward others and take no action;

b. The bullying and cliques in our schools which are a reflection of the society outside and give
rise to violence, both mental and physical;

c. The availability to our youth of hand guns and automatic rifles;
d. The popularization of violent role models in television and film and the apparent celebration of

gratuitous violence and death with casual indifference; and
e. The video games that desensitize youth to the horrors of senseless violence.

We note with sorrow and shame that the event which motivated public concern about youth violence is
not the almost daily violence in our communities of poverty and communities of color.

More of us must begin to address youth violence in all of its complexity.

The rising numbers of suicides, acts of violence, and other antisocial behaviors in general demonstrate an
increasing sense of hopelessness among our youth and in society.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1999 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges the Association and its member congregations:

a. To communicate with national, regional, and local school authorities to call for the development
of nonviolent conflict resolution training programs for K-12 education;

b. To work for legislation in the United States and Canada to increase the legal age for
possession of hand guns, and to prohibit the manufacture, import, and sale of all assault
weapons, except for law enforcement and military use, and to require that parents be held
responsible for weapons they know to be in the possession of minor children; and

c. To communicate with major film and television studios and television networks, and to work in
concert with other religious groups, to demand the reduction of violent images prevalent in our
society.

(continued on Children and Youth – 13)
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A MORAL RESPONSE TO YOUTH VIOLENCE AT COLUMBINE
(continued from Children and Youth – 12)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1999 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
urges individual Unitarian Universalists:

a. To work in their communities through such groups as parent-teacher associations and school
boards, in concert with others from any religious denomination, to press for the introduction of
conflict resolution training programs as a way to help bring about universal understanding and
acceptance of the fundamental concept of respect for the inherent worth and dignity of every
person;

b. To preview videos and motion pictures to be viewed by their children, and to refuse to support
entertainment based strictly on the excitement of violent images;

c. To stop purchasing video games in which human or human-like figures are targets to be killed for
higher scores, causing, however unwittingly, a gradual but certain reduction in feelings of
revulsion or guilt in the act of discharging a deadly weapon toward a human being;

d. To provide in our congregations youth programming and activities for member families and other
youth in our communities;

e. To provide youth advisor training within our congregations;
f. to encourage our children to participate in organized youth programs and to be active participants

in and supporters of those programs;
g. To work in our wider communities to foster a positive image of hope for the future of civilization;

and
h. To commit to giving of our time and gifts to the young people in our communities whether these

young people are members of our immediate families or congregations or members of the greater
communities.
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CIVIL LIBERTIES
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ABOLITION OF THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE AND THE

SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY
SUB-COMMITTEE — 1961 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the House Un-American Activities Committee and the Senate Internal Security Sub-
Committee have failed to accomplish the purposes for which they were established; and

WHEREAS, over the years of their existence, the effect of these committees has too often been only to
harass people who held unpopular opinions; and

WHEREAS, the cause of national security has been used by these committees as an excuse to call into
question longstanding individual freedoms granted under the Constitution of the United States;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Recommend to the Congress the abolition of these two committees; and
2. Urge all Unitarians and Universalists to call upon their representatives in the Senate and House

of Representatives to vote against further appropriations for these committees.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM — 1962 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the principle of academic freedom is an intrinsic part of our civil liberties and basic to our
democratic society; and

WHEREAS, education is an ever more important thread in our democratic fabric and is now in transition
and stress due to the cold war and increasing international tension;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association uphold the constitutional
rights of teachers to hold their own political, social and economic ideals and to be judged on their
professional merits.



Civil Liberties - page 3
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

(617) 742-2100 http://www.uua.org

CIVIL LIBERTIES — 1963 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the United States is founded on the principles of individual rights and civil liberties, embodied
in the Bill of Rights of the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, for several years these individual rights and civil liberties have been under attack by various
elements of our society, resulting in the need for continual vigilance and positive action; and

WHEREAS, at this very moment violation of the traditional American right of the people to speak freely
and peacefully to assemble and petition for the redress of grievances is gross and flagrant in many parts
of the country, calling into question the reality of American freedom;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
calls upon the President, Attorney General and all of the duly constituted authorities to act decisively and
at once to protect the Constitutionally guaranteed civil rights of American citizens throughout the United
States, and to call to account those who violate these guaranteed civil rights; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Association reaffirms its devotion to the maintenance of the
individual rights and civil liberties which are so essential to our democratic way of life, and calls upon all
its members and affiliated organizations to bear witness to our belief in these basic tenets by organizing
adult education classes on the guarantees of the Bill of Rights in their respective communities, by urging
public and private schools to include such classes in their regular curricula, by supporting the work of
such organizations as the American Civil Liberties Union and by constantly reminding our government
officials, city, state, and federal, of their obligations in this regard.

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, SPEECH
AND ASSEMBLY — 1965 (GEN)

Freedom of thought, speech and assembly being particularly essential in colleges and universities where
minds must be completely unfettered in their search for the truth;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association asserts that there should be no curtailment
of student and faculty thought, speech and assembly except for rules essential to the orderly conduct of
academic work, and that to ban speech or assembly on the basis that it might lead to illegal activity
constitutes unwarranted censorship.


